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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 10, 1 1, 12, 15, 16, 19, 22, and 23, and add new claims 
24-32, as denoted in the following listing. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions 
and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of eliminating an unwanted connection to a 
destination associated with a node in a network, comprising th e steps of : 

receiving, at the node, a signal requesting a connection to the destination; 
determining a source of the signal; 

determining, at the node, preference information reflecting a desire on behalf of the 
destination to accept a connection from the source; aftd 

requesting the connection between the source and the destination based on the 
determination of the preference information: and 

updating the preference information based on whether the connection is accepted in 
response to the connection request . 

2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

determining, at the node, whether the connection was accepted; and 

compensating the destination when the connection was accepted and the determination of 

the preference information resulted in a determination that the destination did not desire to accept 

the connection modifying information aflsoeiatod with the dootination . 
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3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein requesting the 
connection between the source and the destination, further comprises: 

sending a caller-id signal indicating the desire on behalf of the destination to accept the 
cormection. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein requesting the 
connection between the source and the destination, further comprises: 

sending a caller-id signal indicating the destination does not desire to accept the 
connection. 

5 . (Currently amended) The method according to claim 4, further comprising the 

s tep of : 

declining, at the destination, the connection based on the preference information. 
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6. (Currently amended) A system for eliminating an unwanted connection to a 
destination associated with a node in a network, comprising: 

means for receiving, at the node, a signal requesting a connection to the destination; 
means for determining a source of the signal; 

means for determining, at the node, preference information reflecting a desire on behalf 
of the destination to accept a connection from the source; «id 

means for requesting the connection between the source and the destination based on the 
determination of the preference information: and 

means for updating the preference information based on whether the connection is 
accepted in response to the connection request , 

1. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 6, further comprising: 

means for determining, at the node, whether the connection was accepted; and 

means for compensating the destination when the connection was accepted and the means 

for determining preference information determined that the destination did not desire to accept 

the connection modifying information oooooiatod with th e dootination . 

8. (Original) The system according to claim 6, wherein the means for requesting 
the connection between the source and the destination based on the determination, further 
comprises: 

means for sending a caller-id signal indicating the desire on behalf of the destination to 
accept the connection. 
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9. (Original) The system according to claim 6, wherein the means for requesting 
the connection between the source and the destination based on the determination, further 
comprises: 

means for sending a caller-id signal indicating the destination does not desire to accept 
the connection. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 6, further comprising: 
means for declining, at the destination, the connection based on the preference 

information. 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A computer-readable medixmi capable of configuring a 
computer to perform a method of eliminating an unwanted connection to a destination associated 
with a node in a network, comprising: 

program code for receiving, at the node, a signal requesting a connection to the 
destination; 

program code for determining a source of the signal; 

program code for determining, at the node, preference information reflecting a desire on 
behalf of the destination to accept a cormection from the source; md 

program code for requesting the connection between the source and the destination based 
on the determination of the preference information: and 

updating the preference information based on whether the cormection is accepted in 
response to the cormection request . 
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12. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium according to claim 1 1, 
further comprising: 

program code for determining, at the node, whether the connection was accepted; and 
program code for modifying an account associated with the destination when the 

connection wai accepted and the program code for detemiining preference information 

determined that the destination did not desi re to accept the connection. 

13. (Original) The computer-readable medium according to claim 11, wherein the 
program code for requesting the connection between the source and the destination based on the 
detamination, comprises: 

program code for sending a caller-id signal indicating the desire on behalf of the 
destination to accept the connection. 

14. (Original) The computer-readable medium according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
program code for requesting the connection between die source and the destination based on the 
determination, comprises: 

program code for sending a caller-id signal indicating the destination does not desbe to 

accept the connection. 

15. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium according to claim 14, 
further comprising: 

program code for declining, at the destination, the connection based on the preference 
information. 
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1 6. (Currently amended) A node within a network for eliminating unwanted calls, 
comprising: 

an input for receiving a signal, from a source, requesting a connection to a destination; 
a processor for detennining a source of the signal; 

a registry for storing infonnation reflecting a desire on behalf of the destination to accept 
a connection from the source; and 

a signaling module for providing the infonnation to the destination and requesting the 
connection between the source and the destination^ 

wherein the processor and signaling module update the inform ation in the registry based 
on whether the connection is accepted . 

1 7. (Original) The node according to claim 1 6, further comprising: 

a memory for storing information indicatmg an account balance for the destination; and 
wherein the processor modifies the account balance based upon whether the destination 
accepts the connection. 

1 8. (Original) The node according to claim 1 6, wherein the signaling module 
utilizes caller-id signaling. 
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1 9. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium referenced by a node within 
a network for eliminating unwanted phone calls comprising: 

information identifying at least one destination; 
information identifying at least one source; and 

infonnation reflecting a desire on behalf of the at least one destination to accept a 
connection from the at least one sourc e, wherein the information reflecting a desire on behalf of 
the at least one destin ation is updated based on behavior of the destination . 

20. (Original) The computer-readable medium according to claim 1 9, fiirther 
comprising: 

information tracking a history of accepted calls by the at least one destination. 

2 1 . (Original) The computer-readable medium according to claim 1 9, further 
comprising: 

information tracking a history of declined calls by the at least one destination. 
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22. (Currently amended) A processor within a network for eliminating unwanted 
calls, comprising: 

dfi input means for receiving a signal requesting a connection to destination; 
a module for determining a source of the signal; 

a module for determining information reflecting a desire on behalf of the destination to 
accept a connection fh>m the source; and 

est output means for requesting a connection between the source and the destination based 
on the determinatio n: and 

means for updating the information reflecting a desire on b ehalf of the destination to 
accent a connection from the source based on behavior of t he destination. 

23. (Currently amended) A node for receiving a connection across a network, 
comprising: 

an input means for receiving a signal requesting a connection from a source; 

means for identifying information reflecting a desire on behalf of the node to accept the 
connection from the source; and 

means for establishing the connection between the node and the source based on the 
information;.and 

means for updating the information reflecting a desire on b ehalf of the node to accept a 
connection from the source based on behavior of the node. 



9 



PACE 14/21 * RCVD AT 7/19/2004 2:05:46 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:U&PTO-eFXRF-1/3 * DNI8:87293a6 * C&ID:g727183d46 " DURATION (mm-ss):0»-32 



07/19/04 MON 12:05 FAX 9727183948 VERIZON IP il015 

Application No.: 09/871,024 

24. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein tiie infonnation reflecting a desire on 
behalf of the destination to accept a connection firom the source is based in part on behavior of 
the source. 

25. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein the information reflecting a desire on 
behalf of the destination to accept a connection from the source is based in part on behavior of 
the source. 

26. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the information 
reflecting a desire on behalf of the destination to accept a connection from the source is based in 
part on information indicating types of sources from which the destination has previously 
accepted connections. 

27. (New) The node of claim 16, wherein the information reflecting a desire on 
behalf of the destination to accept a connection from the source is based in part on information 
indicating types of sources from which the destination has previously accepted connections. 
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28. (New) A method of eliminating an unwanted connection to a destination 
associated with a node in a network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at the node, a signal requesting a connection to the destination; 
determining a source of the signal; 

determining, at the node, whether or not the source is an approved source based on 
approval infonnation. wherein the approval information is based in part on behavior of the 
destination; 

requesting the connection between the source and the destination when the source is an 
approved source; and 

detemiining whether the source accepts a charge associated with the connection when the 
source is not an approved source and, if the unapproved source accepts the charge, requesting the 
connection between the unapproved source and the destination, including notifying the 
destination that the source is not an approved source, 

29. (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising updating the approval 
information based on whether the comiection was accepted in response to the connection request 
when the source is an approved source. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising updating the approval 
infonnation based on whether the connection was accepted in response to the connection request 
between the unapproved source and the destination. 
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31 . (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising compensating the destination 
when the destination accepts the connection from the unapproved destination. 

32. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein compensating comprises automatically 
crediting an account associated with the destination. 
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